
ROAD TO EMMAUS

INITIAL CELEBRATION

PRESENTATION
This celebration is offered as a helpful suggestion for a way to begin the WORD/MISSION Project in our Communities

Although it is fundamentally meant for the use of the CMF Claretian Missionaries, it is also open to the participation of laypersons committed to our Claretian Mission in the Church.

This celebration is quite ample, but it contains several alternatives regarding proclamation, biblical and charismatic readings, prayers, songs, etc., so that the ones best suited to each community can be chosen.

This paraliturgy is so conceived that it can be included in the Eucharist, should this be deemed opportune.

It contains elements taken from the "Presentation of the WORD/MISSION Project," signed by Fr. Josep M. Abella, Prefect General of Apostolate, which we will cite between quotes. This will be the case in the Entrance Greeting, Prayer of the Faithful and suggestions for the Homily.

Before the Celebration begins, the following should be prepared:

1. A large, family‑sized Bible, which will be carried in procession and enthroned, and be held up to give the final blessing.

2. A candle, which may be the Paschal Candle.

3. Adequate furnishings in the place where the Celebration will take place (Community Chapel, Church Chapel, Community Meeting Room...) to allow for the worthy placement of the Bible and Candle.

4. Some posters or placards, each with a biblical phrase (cf. p. 20, Appendix I), located in different places around the house, and perhaps in some of the parish or school areas or others through which the Procession will pass, large enough to be read and contemplated by all.

5. The Bible of each member of the Community and the book of study‑helps for following the WORD/MISSION process, which will be handed out in the course of the Celebration.

We hope that this Celebration may, with the grace of the Spirit be a helpful source of suggestions to introduce us to the process of study, contemplation and proclamation of the WORD that the Congregation has set before us.

1. PROCESSION ACCOMPANYING THE WORD
Note:

‑ The Community gathers in a place set aside as the point of departure for the Procession.

‑ The Presider of the Celebration will carry a Bible, if possible a large one, such as a Family Bible.

‑ Another member of the Community will carry the Paschal Candle.

‑ The Procession should pass through different parts of the house, perhaps also through some parish or school rooms, especially if laypersons are going to participate both in the Celebration and in the Word/Mission Project.

‑ In some strategic places through which the Procession will pass on its way to the Chapel or Meeting Room (as the case may be), some phrases alluding to the Word should be in place (cf. p. 20, Appendix I).

‑ During the procession a song or two will be sung, and on arriving at the places where the biblical phrases have been posted, there will be a pause in the singing, someone will read the biblical phrase aloud. After spending a few moments in contemplative silence, the Procession will be resumed, either in song or in silent mediation on the phrase that has been read. The ideal would be a combination of both things.

ENTRANCE GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENT
My Brothers (and Sisters), we are gathered here around the WORD OF GOD, which illumines our lives and the life of our Community.

As Pilgrim followers of the WORD which both draws and compels us, we are going to set out on our way as PILGRIMS OP EMMAUS. It will be a way that leads us to "rediscover and live with renewed ardor our identity as SERVANTS OF THE WORD in the midst of a world that is daily becoming more strife‑ridden."

The whole Claretian Congregation, and also the committed laity, fascinated by the Gospel, are standing at attention ‑‑during this Time of Advent, of waiting, listening and welcoming the WORD‑‑ ready to march in "missionary mystique" WITH THE WORD AND TOWARD THE WORD.

In this Word, we will be striving to find a force "that will become a compelling and challenging part of the normal rhythm of the life and apostolic action of our communities."

This Word, which has been preferentially proclaimed to the poor, will set us in a perspective where we can contemplate long and lovingly the situations of marginalization, poverty and alienation from the faith, and it at the same time move us to become committed to them.

 PRESIDER:

This is the WORD (he holds up the Bible), and this is the LIGHT which it is and will be for our feet (he holds up the Paschal Candle).

Now, with the joy of God's children, let us go forth, bearing peace and love; and as we walk, let us sing the songs of those called by the Lamb, and let us read and meditate on the WORD OF GOD, written on our doorposts and in our heart.

May the Lord accompany us.

      ALL:  Amen.

     SONG
2. PROCLAMATION AND ENTHRONEMENT OF THE WORD
Note: 
We suggest that this be done in the Community Chapel or Church. But it can be done in the Meeting Room of the Community, provided it has the requisite conditions.

The Chapel or Church or Meeting Room should be dimly lit, just enough for the one who says or sings the Proclamation to be able to read. As the Proclamation continues, the rest of the lights may gradually be lit.

The lit Candle will stand alongside the ambo from which the Proclamation is read or sung. Afterwards it will be placed near the place where the Bible is going to be enthroned.

PROCLAMATION
Form I
‑ A rather solemn reading of the Gospel According to John 1:1‑6. (In this case, see to it that this text is not repeated as a biblical reading)

Form II
‑ The Bible is held up and shown to all. Some soft background music may be played.

PRESIDER:

 My brothers (and sisters), this is the WORD, given to us as a gift of boundless Love.

This Word, which resounds forever in the eternal bosom of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, now comes to us, a pilgrim in our history, pronouncing our names and calling at our doors.

In itself, it is not the voice of the wind or the waves or the mountains; it is not the voice of the plains or the mountain‑passes or the desert, although it resounds and dwells in all of them.

It is the voice of the sounding silence of God,

the voice of eternity made time,

the voice of mystery made light,

the voice of God made letter and syllable and WORD.

It is the voiced word that utters our names

and calls at our door.

Let us open the door to it,

all the doors and windows,

yes, and the keyholes as well.

Let us open our hands and arms,

our eyes and ears to it.

Let us open our heart and all our being to it.

Let us bow down out soul to receive it.

Dwelling in our tent,

it spreads its bright light in our dark night,

it kindles its blazing fire in our freezing winter,

its harmony softens our jarring noise.

Like a sister‑soul among brothers,

it sows the truth in our field of lies,

it guides the steps of our meaningless lives,

it makes peace break forth in our quarrelsome quagmires.

Begetter of life,

it breeds freedom in our slaveries,

it makes smiles blossom amidst our tears,

it brings hope when our horizons are barren.

Harbinger of the Kingdom,

it fills our lips with prophetic speech,

it cheers our daily prayer,

it is the BREAD on our table,

steadily nourishing the Mission we have received.

Companion and friend of the poor,

it uproots us from our comfortable ways,

making us walk with the oppressed and the outcast,

urging us to be brothers to the disinherited,

bringing us near to the lost and to those who thirst for God.

Brothers, let us open our House to the WORD.

Kneeling, let us in simplicity welcome it into our SOUL.

SONG
(After the song, the Bible is set in the place previously prepared for it. It may be incensed. In this place, it will preside over the community. Then the Presider recites the following prayer.)

3. PRAYER OF THE PRESIDER AND COMMUNITY
Presider: The Lord be with you.

Community: And also with you.

LET US PRAY:
LORD, AS WE BEGIN TO SET OUT

ON OUR PERSONAL AND COMMUNITY JOURNEY

ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS,

WE ASK THAT YOUR WORD MAY DWELL IN AND FILL

EVERY CORNER OF THIS HOUSE.

MAY IT BE OUR COMPANION AND TEACHER

IN OUR LIFE, IN OUR RELATIONSHIPS

AND IN OUR MISSION.

GIVE EACH OF US AN OPEN AND READY HEART

TO LET YOUR WORD INVADE AND TRANSFORM US

ACCORDING TO YOUR LOVING DESIGN

IN THE MISSION YOU HAVE ENTRUSTED TO US.

We make our prayer through Christ your Son.

ALL:  Amen.

4. PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD: READINGS
(We offer some texts that can be proclaimed in the Celebration. Each Community can choose from them or even shorten them, as it sees fit.)

1. Is 61:1‑2
    Sense:
Allusion to the Beginning of the Mission of Christ and to what this text meant for the ministry of Claret.

     Song:
Psalm 119:29,72,89,101,104,163.  Lectionary [452]

Response: (105) Your Word, O Lord, is a lamp for my feet.

2. Jn 1:1‑5 and 9‑14
    Sense:
Who the Word is. Prologue of the Fourth Gospel. His incarnation in history.

     Song:

3. Autobiography of St. A. M. Claret: numbers 449,450 and 452
    Sense:
Need to listen to the Word

The Word of God in today's society

The ministry of the Word.

4. Constitutions, numbers 4, 46a and 34 b
    Sense:
Charism, Mission and Spirituality.

     Note:
If laity are participating numbers 47  and 48‑3 could be read.

5. HOMILY BY THE SUPERIOR OF THE COMMUNITY
(Suggestions)

Based on the readings chosen and proclaimed, the Superior can explain the meaning of the WORD/MISSION Project:

‑ using as a starting point either Fr. Abella's "Presentation of the WORD/MISSION Project, nos. 2 and 3, and no. 4, "Characteristics of the Claretian Key" for the study of the Word,

‑ or using the study helps handed out to each person

‑ or explaining the project to be followed in his own community.

To conclude the homily, it would be well to present the thoughts that Fr. Abella expresses in paragraph 5 "All of this is going to call for an effort...community experience more profound."

6. HANDING OUT THE WORD AND THE STUDY HELPS
Note:
The handing out of the Bible and the Study Helps Booklet for studying, meditating on and sharing the Word, can be done to each member of the Community, or to the Community as a whole.

FORM I: TO EACH MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY
   Reader:
Each one of us is going to receive the Word of God, with study helps to assist us in reading, meditating on, sharing and praying it.

Let us open our arms to receive it, but above all our heart, to be filled with it.

 Presider:
(As he hands each one a Bible and the Study Helps):

N...., receive the WORD OF GOD which must inspire and enlighten your life and mission. As your MOTHER, the Virgin Mary and your FOUNDER, St. Anthony Mary Claret did, keep it carefully and ponder it in your heart, so that urged on by charity, you may then announce it to your brothers and sisters in the world.

Recipient: Amen.

FORM II.  TO THE WHOLE COMMUNITY
   Reader:
The Assembly is going to receive the WORD OF GOD. Let us welcome it with faith and make our community an environment where THE WORD may faithfully ring out.

 Presider:
(He takes the Bible from the place where it has been enthroned, and handing it to a representative of the community, he says:)

My Brothers, in the name of the Lord I am handing you the WORD. Let us study it, meditate on it, as Mary and Claret did. Let us share it in community and pray it, so that this WORD may inspire and nourish out common MISSION.

      All:
Amen.

(Then, as the Bibles are being handed out to all, each one holds a copy in his hands for a moment and looks at it, and then hands it on to his neighbor.

Meanwhile a son is sung.

The last one places the Bible in its place).

      SONG:

7. THANKSGIVING FOR THE GIFT OF THE WORD AND OF OUR MISSION
 Presider:
Let us lift up our hearts in thanks to the Father for the WORD which He has entrusted to us and for the Mission which He has given us.

 Reader 1:
You have given us the gift of Christ, the ETERNAL WORD, INCARNATE in our history.

      All: 
WE THANK YOU, FATHER, FOR THE GIFT OF YOUR WORD AND MISSION.

 Reader 2:
You have destined us to be SERVANTS of your WORD in the Church.

      All:
WE THANK YOU, FATHER, FOR THE GIFT OF YOUR WORD AND MISSION.

 Reader 3:
Through this Project, you have given us the opportunity to make you WORD resound throughout our Missionary Congregation.

      All: 
WE THANK YOU, FATHER, FOR THE GIFT OF YOUR WORD AND MISSION.

  Reader 4:
You have made your WORD hold a distinctive meaning for each one of us, in our life and in our vocation.

      All: 
WE THANK YOU, FATHER, FOR THE GIFT OF YOUR WORD AND MISSION.

Invitation:
(Now each one can express the meaning that the Word of God has had for him in his life and in his vocation. The Assembly continues to repeat the same thanksgiving response).

8. INTERCESSIONS ‑ PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
 Presider:
Let us pray to the Father, that "in the context of the new evangelization" and "facing the manifold challenges of our time," He may help us "to enhance our missionary life as SERVANTS OF THE WORD," by means of the WORD/MISSION Project.

 Reader 1:
"To familiarize ourselves with the living and effective Word of the Bible, as a principle for interpreting, for judging and for transforming the world,"

      All:
TEACH US, O LORD.

 Reader 2:
"To nourish our personal spirituality as contemplatives in mission, by means of a frequent and prayerful reading of the Bible within the framework of our personal history,"

      All:
HELP US, O LORD.

 Reader 3:
"To give a new and enhanced quality to our ministry of the Word as the pivot and reason for our apostolic activities and works," especially among those who are poor, marginalized and alienated from the faith,

      All:
GUIDE US, O LORD.

 Reader 4:
"To take the Word of God as the source and inspiration of our community sharing, both within the Claretian community and on the road we are travelling with the People of God,"

     All:
IMPEL US, O LORD.

 Reader 5:
"To deepen our fidelity to the Spirit of Claret, , whose identity as a Servant of the Word was launched through a vocational reading of the Bible,"

      All:
LEAD US, O LORD.

Invitation:
(Each one can express other more concrete intentions...)

The Intercessions end with the singing of the OUR FATHER.

9. FINAL BLESSING
The Presider takes the Bible which has been enthroned, and lifting it up over the members of the Community, says:

 Presider:
May the FATHER who sent His Son, the LIVING WORD, into the world, and has called us to proclaim his loving plan for humankind, watch over us all in His Providence.

All:
AMEN.

 Presider:
May OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE MISSIONARY OF THE FATHER, who has associated us in his mission and sent us to "announce the Good News to every creature," accompany us, as he accompanied the disciples on the road to EMMAUS, explaining the Scriptures to us and sharing the BREAD with us.

All:
AMEN.

 Presider:
May the HOLY SPIRIT, whom the Father and the Son sent upon Mary, the Apostles and the Community of the Brethren, teach us what we need to know, inspire us with what we need to do, guide our missionary footsteps and help us to raise up and revitalize many Christian Communities.

All:
AMEN.

(Then, making the sign of the cross with the Bible, he adds):

 Presider:
And may the Blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, come down upon this Community and on each of its members.

All:
AMEN.

10. INVOCATION TO MARY
   Reader:
Mary, Mother of the Word, Mother of the Church, Mother of our Community, will be present with us in a special way as we embark of this WORD/MISSION Project.

Let us address her in our closing song, asking her to spur us on with her motherly encouragement and to teach us to love the Word as She loved it.

     Song:
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