
ELEVEN POINTS ON 

THE MISSIONARY SERVICE OF THE WORD
The expression "missionary service of the Word," which defines our charismatic condition in the Church, is rich in contents. Like everything that proceeds from the Spirit ‑‑everything charismatic‑‑ it cannot be defined in any overly precise outlines. But we can single out which impulses or dynamisms are in line with this distinctive service. Our reference point is a live and paradigmatic person, a great servant and missionary of the Word, Anthony Mary Claret, our Father Founder. Drawing on him, on the best of our Congregational history and on our documents for the renewal process, it is possible to sum up in a few propositions what we Claretians mean when we talk about the "missionary service of the Word." This brief summary of aspects and dynamisms for making a discernment in a Congregation that is constantly seeking to renew itself:

1. (MSW as a basic criterion):  "The ministry of the word, through which we communicate the total mystery of Christ to humanity, is our special calling in the Church" (CC 46). That is how the Constitutions sum up what the Special Chapter of 1967 had said in this regard.
 This is the basic criterion that presides over and judges our praxis, our institutions, our members. The revision of our apostolic positions is set forth in its light. But, what does the expression, "missionary service of the Word," imply?

2. (For us, it is a charism and also a ministry): All of us ‑‑whether brothers, students or priests‑‑ have received a vocation that puts us in the unconditional service of the Word of God. We form a community of disciples and apostles. It is a charism that has been sown in us, not an objective that we can attain by our own efforts. This charism situates us among the group of prophets and apostles who received a charge to hand on the Word of God to the people. It is a charism that becomes a ministry in a sacramental way (Baptism‑Confirmation and Orders) and in a charismatic way (missionary profession.

3. (The Word "of" God): We are servants of the Word. By this Word we mean, in the first place, the Word of God that is Jesus Christ Himself (Dei Verbum 2.4) and His total mystery. In his person and event we find the key for dully understanding so many other words that God has addressed and continues to address to us throughout history. In these words, in turn, we find the way to reach the fulness of the Word, which is Christ. This is the "total mystery of Christ that we have to communicate to humanity" (CC 46a).

4. (The Word of God entrusted to the Church): The word that we have to announce boldly to all nations (Mt 28:29) has been entrusted to the Church which is, in turn, a community called together by this Word. In and with the Church, we remember, celebrate and proclaim the Word which announces the coming of the Reign of God. Communion with the Church is an essential trait of our service of the Word, since we have been born in the Church "to collaborate in the ministry of the Word" (CC 13), "as steadfast helpers of its Shepherds" (CC 6).

5. (In our words): When we speak of the service of the word we also refer to our explicit words (diakonía verbi),  through which we place ourselves in service to the Word. We are not masters of the Word. Our words are the words of Him who sends us. We speak from within the Word and for the Word which creates, liberates and saves. We have a vocation of announcers and heralds of the Gospel of the Kingdom. Our human word, whether oral, written or represented, always backed by the personal and community of a life in keeping with the Message we proclaim (cf. SW 13.1), is the medium through which we try to transmit to others the powerful Word of God. Sometimes, circumstances can silence the word, do violence to it or make it bide its time. At such times the missionary serves the Word of God by his silence, his martyrdom or suffering, his gestures, his life.

6. (Ongoing context of dia‑logue): We are servants not only as announcers of a Word that has a great deal to say to people today,
 but also as ministers of authentic dialogue. Announcement without dialogue is unworthy of human beings and alien to God's own style. "The saving law of the Incarnation of God among men demands of the Claretian evangelizer that he engage in a respective and active dialogue with various cultures and, at the same time, that he make a serious effort at discovering how to assimilate those values that are 'seeds of the Word' or which exist in a more or less lively state in the 'Christian memory' of peoples (MCT 167); cf. RMi 29). This living dialogue leads us to "share the hopes and joys, the sorrows and trials of the people, especially those of the poor" (CC 46). It is then that the Word of God will take over our dialogue. We who announce through our words, experience how the Word himself is transmitted to us in turn, as Gospel, through those with whom we are dialoguing (cf. SW 16).

7. (The missionary dimension of the MSW): Our service of the word is missionary.  According to RMi (31 ff), missionary, in its most proper meaning, is kind of evangelizing activity that is addressed to those who do not belong to the Church ('missio ad gentes" or first evangelization) or who have become alienated from it (new or second evangelization). So, too, is the service of animation to Christian Communities when it brings them to make a decided commitment in the announcement of the Gospel. Our service of the Word is, then, missionary when it is addressed "above all, to those who most need evangelization or to persons who are or could become agents of evangelization" (CC 48). The priority that governs our missionary options is "the greatest urgency of evangelization" whether within the Church or outside it.
 Hence, the thrust toward itinerancy and apostolic unsettledness of our mission.

8. Prophetic dimension): "If we are looking for an image of our prophetic and liberating mission, we have it in our Founder: a man who perceived and announced the plan of salvation in the concrete circumstances of his times. His denunciation was not that of a huckster, a demagogue or a sower of discord. He first experienced a divine vexation and then, expressing himself with evangelical liberty, denounced sinful and unjust situations. Ad it was thus, pursuing a proposal for Christian transformation beyond any personal interests or self‑vindication, that he became an artisan of community and fraternity" (MCT 171).

9. (Eschatological‑Apocalyptic dimension): Our Father Founder taught us to serve the Word wherever the evils of our world have to be confronted and the Kingdom announced, where the battle between the Kingdom of God and the power of evil is at its thickest. This means assuming the risks of denouncing and announcing (cf. SW 17). Fidelity to this ministry is difficult "because there are many who are opposed to the Kingdom" (CC 46). But "nothing daunts" the minister of the Word. The missionary service of the Word thus takes on the eschatological‑apocalyptic character it had in our Father Founder. This is an aspect into which we need to go more deeply and one that ought to increasingly characterize or missionary service of the Word.

10. (Expressions, forms and discernment): Since our missionary service of the Word is a charismatic reality, it is like a matrix that can give life to different forms and structures and take on unexpected expressions. Only an ongoing spiritual and apostolic discernment ‑‑on all levels‑‑ will allow us in each place and situation to discover in which forms and structures our charism is a living reality and, in contrast, those in which it has no possibility of being expressed.

11. (The necessary spirituality): The missionary service of the Word cannot be carried out without a spirituality that has as its basis the experience of being a servant, disciple and envoy. The Word of God is the pivot around which our whole life must turn (cf. SW 13). Not only are we servers of the Word, but "servants of the Word," like Mary. Hence we must grow in the capacity for listening; we must open up our deepest inner core ‑‑ our heart; we must educate our capacity for inner silence, of centering our attention and taking stock of reality, without deforming it, so that we can reach the state of being "contemplatives in mission" and authentic hearers and servants of the Word. Our spirituality of the Word is a community spirituality. In our charism, the Word of God is as essential to our community as community is to the Word (SW 7). Without the primacy of the Word our community loses its reason for being. Hence the Word must be livingly enthroned in the heart of all our communities.

     � The charism, spirit and mission of the Congregation within the Church, is the missionary service of the Word. This ministry or service consists in the communication of the 'whole mystery of Christ'" (DC 20). In the Decrees of the Special Chapter (1967), we find abundant references to the missionary service of the Word as a charismatic trait of the Congregation, above all in DC, SH, AP and F. The MCT, written in the same Chapter as the CC 1979, has important references: nos. 85, 132, 133, 147, 151, 162, 165 etc.


     � Cf. 2 AP 80�92; MCT 232.


     �"We evangelize when we open our hearts to others, offering them the best of ourselves and sharing our hope with them. They, too, can transmit God's Good News to us in unsuspected ways, if we welcome them, listen to their words and allow ourselves to be enriched by their experiences" (SW 16).


     � "An adequate discernment should also tell us when some particular works have completed their cycle of evangelization" (MCT 162). The criterion of urgency "does not arise from an idle desire for continual change, but from a serious attempt at achieving consistency with our missionary calling and being realistic in facing the challenges of our world... it is an attitude, a style of life that demands and evangelical rejection of all that hampers our service to the Kingdom of God, since we, as Claretians, have opted to be in the vanguard of evangelization" (CPR 77).


"Insight into what is useful for the work of salvation in a given time or place and, in contrast, what might have lost its relevancy or become an obstacle to that work" (MCT 165).


"'What is most effective' refers to the means and forms to be chosen and employed for the work of evangelization, either because of their universality or their connection with the power to transform... It is a form of apostolic zeal, not just some attempt at gaining 'efficiency' in the style of our modern society: (MCT 166).


     � "In present circumstances it is necessary for us to renew the traditional forms of our apostolate that have retained their vitality... 'so that the preaching of the Gospel may be carried out more effectively in every nation' (PC 20). It is necessary to guarantee sufficient freedom of movement for missionary action, without tying ourselves too much to structures or institutions which can easily lose their vitality" (SH 123). "Establishing more agile and less stable communities that favor a greater availability for the service of the Word today" (SW 18.2.


     � "Discerning when we should transfer determined apostolic works to other pastoral agents when we have already completed our evangelizing cycle in them (cf. MCT 162), or when we cannot adequately fulfill the Claretian mission in them" (SW 18.3).
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