
PRESENTATION
The last General Chapter, eager to answer the Church's urgent call to undertake a New Evangelization, stressed that we must offer our collaboration from the standpoint of our charismatic gift, which is the missionary service of the Word, "understood as an authentic way of being, acting and signifying"  (SW 21).

The Chapter Members, aware of the great and complex challenges that this evangelization entails on all five continents, deemed it necessary for us to keep on qualifying our personnel, precisely as agents of evangelization, and proposed (cf. SW) that we awaken in the Congregation a new missionary vitality, recreated and invigorated by the Word of God. This Word must inspire and enliven our spirituality, our personal and community style of life, our missionary service and our formation. In effect, the Word of God calls us together and makes us disciples of Jesus. It renews our brotherhood and is the center of the dialogue that favors our psychological and spiritual growth.  It enlightens and impels our ministry, both among the People of God and with non‑believers, and helps us discern which means we should use and which works we should undertake.

The Chapter's message underscored the newness involved in every return to the origins of our own charism in the Church. In fact, it is currently pressing us to relive the vocational itinerary of Claret and to take up again his proposal of missionary life, centered in listening to and proclaiming the Word of Life, Jesus Christ, whose power can transform the world and give it hope of salvation.

In drawing up its Plan of Action for this six years, the General Government proposed that the Prefecture of Apostolate take as an objective "to spur the Congregation on so that the Missionary Service of the Word should inspire all its mission commitments, and that it should continue pursuing a vanguard evangelization that is new in its ardor, in its methods and in its expressions (Dir 104; CPR 77; SW 3,4,5,10,18)."  The Prefecture of Apostolate, in its first Line of Action, assumed, as an activity that lay within its competency, "to promote in the Congregation a process of a 'vocational' reading of the Word of God which, both on a personal and community level, would keep conforming us more fully with Christ the Evangelizer and equip us for the missionary service of the Word. For this purpose, we will prepare study helps for the WORD/MISSION project and encourage its realization in the Congregation."
I now have the pleasure of presenting to our brethren the Plan of this project and the materials for the first year. They are fruit of teamwork, led by the General Prefecture of Apostolate. In the "Presentation of the Project" the thrust and scope of these study helps are expalined. I would only like to add that the General Government, while placing its own trust in this initiative, invites all Claretians to undertake it with enthusiasm and effort. We believe that this process of vocational reading can make us true hearers and servants of the Word, the "suitable ministers" that the New Evangelization needs.
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