PRESENTATION


We now present the fifth cycle of the WORD-MISSION Project. Following the plan set at the beginning of the Project, this year we propose to do a reading of the Gospel and Letters of John and the Book of Revelation (= the Apocalypse of John), which we treat under the heading of the Johannine Writings. This will be a powerful invitation to confess the Lord Jesus with a firm faith and a heart filled with joy and to renew our resolve to follow him. The New Jerusalem, which God promises us in his kindness and mercy, is certainly a source of hope, but at the same time it is an imperative demand to transform the reality of our world in keeping with the characteristics of that New City toward which we are traveling as pilgrims. The Gospel, Letters and Revelation are going to question our faith and our witness. The overall title of this cycle, CONFESSING AND WITNESSING TO LIFE IN A HOSTILE WORLD, already marks out this horizon for us.


The Books of the Bible that we propose to read during this fifth cycle impose some small changes in the way we structure the materials. This time you will find:


- Two units of INTRODUCTION. One applies to the Gospel and Letters of John, the other to Revelation. We think that this will help us to do a better reading and understanding of these writing. In each of the introductory units you will also find a Bibliography to allow for a deeper reading of the themes and also for updating our libraries, which are an important tool for our apostolic action.


- A unit titled: "A Claretian Reading of the Johannine Writings." Its aim is to orientate us for a Claretian vocational reading of the Books of Scripture proposed for this year, pointing out some keys for doing so.


- Twelve units corresponding to the themes into which we have divided our reading: six for the Gospel, one for the Letters and five for Revelation.


The structure of the units on each of the themes follows the order of previous years, to which we are already accustomed:


- Biblical Key, with its three levels: literary, historical and theological (in themes 1 and 11 you will find the literary and historical levels transposed in order to facilitate an understanding of the themes).


- Claretian Key, which strives to highlight some resonances of the theme as found in our Founder and in the life of the Congregation. It is an invitation to read the texts with a truly missionary thrust.


- Situational Key, which indicates some guidelines or suggestions to help contextualize the biblical message in different situations of our world and to read the sacred texts in the light of them, in order to grasp their message for us.


- Existential Key, which proposes some questions, aimed at evoking a search for the answer we ought to give to the Word in our life.


- Community Meeting, which invites us to share in community what the Lord is saying today to our Congregation, Province, parish, school, team... and to bring us into solidarity in our response to the Word.


We are not going to deal again at length with explanations and comments that we have already made in the PRESENTATION units of each cycle.


With this cycle on the Johannine writings, the itinerary set for the WORD-MISSION project comes to a close. The initial intention of including the Wisdom writings in some celebrations after each of the themes has proved to be impossible in practice. The commission preparing the materials for this year has deemed it opportune to propose that the next General Government might complete the project with a cycle of Wisdom Literature.


It only remains for us to wish you a deep and profitable reading of the Johannine writings. May the Word of God penetrate your hearts and become true nourishment for each of you and your community. May these materials help you to live more enthusiastically your vocation as Servants of the Word. This will undoubtedly redound to the good of our peoples.


At the end of this five-year journey, its is right that we should thank all those brothers of ours who have made it possible for the project to become a reality. Some have collaborated yearly, others sporadically. Some have contributed their knowledge and experience in the biblical field, others in the Claretian, pastoral and linguistic sphere, whole yet other have lent their services in editing, correction and artistic presentation. To all of them we offer our sincere thanks. As we come to the end of our task, we list their names in no particular order of precedence. The following collaborated directly in drafting materials in their different biblical, Claretian and pastoral aspects: Gonzalo de la Torre, Félix E. Cisterna, Severiano Blanco, Eduardo Frades, Jordi Guitart, Francisco Contreras, Lawrence V., Alceu Orso, Thomas Vattukulam, Eduardo Huerta, Raúl Céspedes, Ignasi Ricart, Angel Aparicio, Pere Franquesa, Gustavo Alonso, Josep M. Viñas, Jesús Bermejo, Teófilo Cabestrero, Angelo Cupini, Vicente Sanz, Bruce Wellems, Marcelo Ensema, Jesús Álvarez, Bonifacio Fernández and Josep M. Abella. The following were in charge of translations: Joseph Daries (English), Wolfgang Deiminger (German), Alceu Orso and team of the Province of Southern Brazil (Portuguese), Adolfo Hernandez, Benito Solís and collaborators of the Delegation of France (French), Angelo Cupini, Franco Stano and collaborators of the Province of Italy (Italian).  Collaborating in the editing and correcting of texts were Javier Domínguez, Antonio Sanz and the community of the Provincial Curia of Castile. The card accompanying the materials for each year was prepared by Maximino Cerezo and José Cristo Rey García. Finally we would like to mention our publishing houses, "Publicaciones Claretianas" of Madrid, "Claretian Publications" of the Philippines and "Ave Maria" of São Paulo for their collaboration in publishing the materials.


Some sent us their criticisms and suggestions, which have contributed to improving the project. We cannot forget the enthusiasm of those who in different ways have animated the project in our provinces and communities. Special thanks to the many laypersons who have chosen to accompany us on our way, enriching us with their presence and experience. And finally, to all of you who have followed and are still following this road --you make it come alive-- thanks. The Word-Mission Team asks the Lord to make all of you feel his presence as the disciples did on the road to Emmaus, who inspired us to begin traveling this road.

Rome, 16 July 1997
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