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Dear Father Salvatore Bonano CMF

On your 100th birthday, 13th of December, I join you, your Claretian confreres, family members and friends to thank God for the blessings showered on you and, through your life and mission, on our Congregation. I am happy to wish happy birthday to you, my eldest Claretian confrere.

Pope Francis said at the World Youth Day (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 26, 2013): “How important grandparents are in the life of the family to communicate that heritage of humanity and faith that is essential for every society!” It is applicable to our charismatic family. Our elders are treasures of missionary experience and wisdom. We love you very much. Your prayers and suffering spiritually nurture the young generations.

I send you this cordial greetings and appreciation for the many years spent in teaching ministry and pastoral care in the province.  I am sure your 82 years of Claretian life have been a wonderful journey with the Lord who walked with you in your consolations and desolations, agonies and ecstasies. The psalmist reminds us, “Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but endures forever” (PS 125:1).

Together with the Claretians in the Province of USA-Canada, I ask the Lord to continue to grant you his grace to live the joy and passion of your Claretian vocation in all moments of your life. I commend you to the heart of our Blessed Mother who accompanies and guides her sons sent in mission, and welcomes them when they are called to the home of the Father. Our Founder St. Anthony Mary Claret and the blessed martyrs intercede for you.
Wishing you God’s choicest blessings. Fraternally,



Fr. Mathew Vattamattam cmf Superior General
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