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We have just listened to the account of the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the Community of disciples of the Lord, gathered in prayer together with Mary, the Mother of the Lord. The Spirit manifested himself as a strong wind and flames that rested on each one of them. "They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different languages."
The transforming and energizing force of this founding moment of the Church is the same as our first brothers experienced during those retreat, with which they began to live in community the gift of a new missionary charism in the Church and in the world. Gathered in that small and poor cell of the seminary of Vic, in prayer and under the patronage of the picture of the Heart of Mary, they experienced, like the Apostles, that their hearts burned with the fire of love and they were launched to burn and ignite all their brothers and sisters with the proclamation of the Gospel.
This mural we are contemplating, painted by Fr. Maximino Cerezo in 1994, is a beautiful Claretian interpretation of Pentecost. Called to follow Jesus like the Apostles, we know that we are called by Mary, the Woman filled with the Spirit. She is our Mother, Formator and Foundress. With her we learn to open ourselves with docility to the transforming action of the Spirit. She urges us to go out of ourselves to embark on the new paths that the Spirit opens for the mission, as our last General Chapter reminds us: "We dream of a Congregation, audacious and itinerant that, sent by the Spirit of the Lord (cf. Lk 4:18; Acts 8:28.39), goes forth towards the peripheries, approaches the youth, walks with them and encourages them to respond to the call of God" (QC 63).
How well our brother Pedro Casaldáliga captured the depth of this moment, always new, of Pentecost, when, upon contemplating this painting, he addressed Mary of Pentecost saying: "Open our ears and eyes, shake us from fear and inertia, give us a heart of flesh and chrism, endow us with joy and daring, send us, in the Wind that carries you, witnesses of your Son, deacons of Easter, servants, ecumenical brothers of the world!
The transforming and energizing power of Pentecost was reflected very well by our Father and Founder in a concise and inspiring text that defines the identity of a son of the Immaculate Heart of Mary as a man anointed by the Spirit. The Heart of Mary forges us in that Fire of love that makes us burn, scorch and ignite the whole world. With the strength of the Spirit, it is possible to endure the sacrifices and sufferings proper to the mission. That same strength impels us to live totally centred in the following of Jesus Christ as a missionary and in the passionate search for the glory of God and the salvation of the whole world, in the style of Claret. 
Let us end by listening to and meditating on Claret’s own words.
