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“Since they themselves [the missionary priests] have been conformed through the Sacrament of Orders to Christ the Priest, in whose person they act, especially in the celebration of the Eucharist, they should share in his death and life in such a way that they awaken in others the remembrance of the Lord's presence in the human community” (Constitutions, 83)
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TO ACT IN CHRIST’S     PERSON


IN THE EUCHARIST








Do I live with gratitude and commitment my vocation of acting in Christ’s person? 


Do I try to awaken in others the remembrance of the Lord’s presence? 





TO ACT IN CHRIST’PERSON IS 


TO SHARE IN HIS DEATH AND LIFE
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	The expression “to act in Christ’s person” sounds quite strange to many people, probably because we understand it in a wrong way. One of the temptations of priests when they preside over the Eucharist is to think that they themselves are the ones who preside, bless and send. 


	Even some liturgical greetings are changed. It is not the same to say “The Lord be with us” than to say “The Lord be with you.” It is not properly the priest the one who greets the congregation. 


	In the Eucharist, Christ himself gives us his grace and peace. It is He who blesses, breaks and gives us his Body and Blood.	


	





	To preside over the Eucharist is a constant exercise of transparency and humility so that all clearly may see that the one who convokes and presides us is Christ himself.  The celebration of the Eucharist signifies a double commitment for priests: on one hand, to share in the death and life of  Christ and, on the other hand, to awaken in others the remembrance of the Lord’s presence.	


	The one who blesses the bread and the wine becomes food for others, accepts to be broken and given in the ways of life.	Only those who become bread, servants like Jesus, can awaken in others the remembrance of the Lord’s presence.  	Deeds are always more eloquent than words. 


	

















