Circular Letter 2008 03


TO ALL THE CLARETIAN MISSIONARIES

Dear Brothers:

With the heart still full of profound joy for the celebration of Easter, I am ready to inform you about the main affairs taken up in the recent sessions of the General Council.

Government
The memory of the Encounter of the General Government with all the Major Superiors of the Congregation celebrated in Jundiaí (Brazil) on January 14 to 23 is still recent. As you know, the main theme of the encounter was the preparation of the next General Chapter. It was an important moment of shared reflection in order to identify the theme of the next General Chapter, and to determine the methodology that would facilitate the active participation of all the Claretians on the road toward the Chapter. I will not extend myself to explain the results of the Encounter, because detailed information about it has already been rendered, and because its proposals constitute the basis of the Circular Letter of announcement of the Chapter that probably you have already received or will shortly receive. I refer you to it. 
In the framework of the closing Eucharist of the Encounter, the new Province of Brazil was officially inaugurated, born of the fusion of the two Major Organisms that existed there up to that moment. The Mission that Catalonia has in the state of Rondonia is invited to initiate a process towards integration, in the near future, to the new configuration of the Congregation in Brazil. It is important to stress the effort exerted by the Claretians of Brazil in order to define the new Claretian missionary project that constitutes the core of the life of the new Province. For several years they had been collaborating in the formation programmes and some joint projects had already been initiated.
Other Organisms are following, at different rhythms, the processes of congregational reorganization. From the General Government, in accordance with the mandate of the last General Chapter, we are trying to promote such projects, always insisting on what they mean for the renewal of the missionary life in the communities and to foster a greater dynamism in their missionary projection. The Provinces of USA have been given a period of three years to go through this process which, on the other hand, we consider pressing, from the viewpoint of statistics as well as from the urgency of better defining the missionary project of the future. The Provinces and Delegations of the south zone of Latin America (Argentina, Chile and the missions of Paraguay and Humahuaca) are preparing an Assembly of all the Claretians of the zone for January next year of 2009 in order to examine the evolution of the process, to better know one another and to indicate the necessary steps and instruments for the definition of the congregational project for that zone. The Governments of the two Provinces of Colombia and of the Delegation of Venezuela have been holding periodical meetings with the purpose of promoting the way toward the reorganization of the Congregation in that zone. The recent Assembly of the Delegation of Venezuela has expressed with utmost clarity its desire that the way to reorganization, if possible, be speeded up. The process between the Delegations of Peru and Bolivia is finding it difficult to advance, although some important steps have been taken, such as the unification of the formative programmes. There is no doubt that in order to attain the necessary reorganization it is imperative to place oneself in a truly missionary perspective and to assume an open attitude toward the future. For those who live looking mainly at the past, it is difficult to understand the urgency of these processes and to capture the new possibilities that are opened both in the field of community organization and that of pastoral projection. 
The General Government, in dialogue with the Organisms concerned and with the due approval of the CIVCSVA (Congregation for the Institutes of Consecrated Life and the Societies of Apostolic Life) has decided to postpone one year the celebration of the ordinary provincial Chapters of the Provinces of East Nigeria, Bangalore, Chennai and the Philippines. This is due to the difficulty that these Organisms found to comply with one of the objectives that the Constitutions indicate for the Provincial Chapter: “applies the norms and directives of the General Chapter concerning missionary life” (CC. 125.2). Since these provincial Chapters are celebrated six months before the General Chapter, it always resulted difficult to comply with this objective. These Chapters, therefore, will be celebrated between the months of December of 2009 and February of 2010. The same thing happens with the Assembly of the Delegation of Equatorial Guinea and the appointment of its Government. I thank the respective Governments for their availability to continue one more year in the service to their respective Organisms.  
The Postulator General, Fr. Aitor Jiménez, informed the Council on the state of the causes of canonization and beatification that are now present in the Vatican Congregation of the causes of the saints. I am speaking of the causes of canonization of the Claretian Martyrs of Barbastro and of Fr. Andrés Solá, and the causes of beatification of other groups of martyrs of the Spanish civil war and of Frs. Jaume Clotet and Mariano Avellana. The canonization of our Blessed will depend on the approval of graces obtained through their intercession, which presupposes an interest in promoting the devotion to them among the people of God. Concerning the beatification of the martyrs of the Spanish civil war, much will depend on the decisions that the Spanish Bishops’ Conference and the Holy See will take about it. As of now, if the criterion of grouping the causes in order not to multiply the ceremonies of beatification is followed, our martyrs of Sigüenza and Fernán Caballero would enter into the next group formed by the causes presented to the Vatican Congregation between the years 1997 and 2001. In this group are also the Claretian martyrs of Tarragona, which are included in the same cause with the Brothers of La Salle, martyred in that Diocese. The following group would be formed by the causes presented after 2001, in which are the 109 martyrs of Cervera and other Claretian communities (Lleida, Barcelona, Sabadell, Vic, Sallent, Solsona, Valencia, Castro Urdiales). Among them is Brother Fernando Saperas, well known as the martyr of chastity. The beatification of Frs. Jaume Clotet and Mariano Avellana is dependent on the recognition of some special grace obtained through their intercession, whence it is important to promote the knowledge and devotion toward these our brothers among the people of God. The cause of Fr. Angel Cantons is being promoted by the Diocese of Palermo. The group of Claretian martyrs of Madrid has not yet been initiated in its diocesan phase. The Postulator General is in touch with the Vice-postulator of the Province of Santiago in this regard. I have thought it convenient to extend myself a little in this information because often we receive questions about this matter. I take this opportunity to thank Fr. Aitor Jeménez for his work as Postulator General during the last years, a post he leaves due to other responsibilities he has had to assume in the CIVCSVA and because of his teaching in some Roman Universities. His dedication has made it possible to present the “Positio” of the group of 109 Claretian Martyrs to which I referred. Beginning with the month of April, the task of the General Postulation will be assumed by Fr. Vicente Pecharromán, of the Province of Santiago.

The preparation of the itinerary toward the General Chapter has occupied our attention during the councils. Soon you will receive a small pamphlet with the Circular of announcement of the Chapter, with the calendar from this moment till the celebration of the Chapter in the month of August of 2009, with a model for a recollection day in order to delve into the theme that is proposed for the Chapter, beginning with each one’s experience, and with a guide for the elaboration of the proposals on the Chapter theme which each community should send to the Secretariat of his Province or Delegation. The provincial Governments will be responsible for drafting the synthesis they will have to send to the pre-Chapter commission. 
Spirituality

We continue receiving from most of the Provinces and Delegations positive echoes of the celebration of the Bicentenary of the birth of our Fr. Founder. Many activities have been organized to commemorate this event and, most important, this jubilee time is being lived as a peak moment of spiritual and apostolic renewal. Each Organism has made its own planning. At the general level, we will have the closing celebration on August 24 in Dar-se-salam (Tanzania) within the framework of the Claretian Missionary Encounter of Africa. I insist on the sense that we wanted to give, from the beginning of the jubilee year, to the choice of Africa for the closing celebration of the same. Claret’s charism is missionary and today we are happy that it continues at the service of many churches and of many peoples in our world. We expect the presence of the Presidents of the interprovincial Conferences for the celebration in Tanzania. 

The new Spanish edition of the Autobiography of our Father Founder is all set to be published. The English translation is being done. Other publications are also being prepared that will help us to know better the richness of our spiritual heritage and to live it with a more generous dedication. I make a call to the Governments of the Provinces and Delegations to speed up the distribution of these publications and to promote their knowledge among the members of their communities. It is sad to observe in some Organisms a worrying ignorance about our spiritual heritage. We must make an effort in this sense.

The Prefecture of spirituality has already set in motion the so-called “Eucharist-life” project, requested by the last General Chapter. Let us make use of this instrument.
Formation


When I am writing this letter, the “Heart of Mary School” for formators has already started a new course in Vic. This time the course is in English and has the participation of formators from the Provinces of the Philippines, Bangalore, Chennai, Santo Tomás, East Nigeria; from the Delegations of Peru, Indonesia-Timor Leste, Afrique Centrale, North East India and West Nigeria and from the missions of Vietnam, East Africa and Sri Lanka. We would have liked to have some formators from the oldest English-speaking Provinces, but this time it was not possible. Offering this opportunity of going more deeply into the specifically Claretian elements of the formation programme has been one of the priorities of the General Government. The evaluation made of these courses has always been very positive. It is important that the Major Superiors try to integrate in the formation teams those who have had the opportunity to participate in these courses. 
The Prefect informed us about some visits made to the formative centres. Fr. Mathew is making an effort to be able to visit all the formative centres, but the three months that he has dedicated almost every year to the Heart of Mary School have not yet allowed him to realize this desire. However, other members of the General Government have visited these centres.
As I explained in my previous letter, after the intensive Councils of October 2007, the Prefecture of Formation is organizing a workshop to evaluate the experience lived up to the present moment in the interprovincial formative centres where Claretians from different cultural contexts share the formation process, and to prepare some proposals that will allow a more active development of the formative possibilities they offer. The workshop is planned for the month of November. We hope to see its results that will enlighten us.

Apostolate
The Prefecture of apostolate, through the “Cordially” bulletin, is giving you information on its activities. The visits to some Organisms have marked the work of the Prefecture in these last months. Fr. Vicente has also participated in the meetings of the General Council of the Lay Claretians Movement. Joyfully we have learned of the development of the Movement and the projects it has.

In the months to come there will be some important encounters in which the Prefecture is very much implied: the encounter on the ministry of emigrants of the European Organisms; the second international encounter of Claretian educators that will gather Claretians and Laypersons committed to the education ministry in the different parts of the world; the missionary encounter of Africa, that will be centred on the subjects proposed for the next continental Synod: justice and peace.
We have been able to evaluate the activities of the secretariats of Justice and Peace and of Vocational Ministry. The persons-in-charge have developed an intense labour about which we have received very positive resonances from the Provinces and Delegations that have been the recipients of the same. We have also reviewed the situation of the General Missions Procure that is being consolidated in spite of the difficulties. As it appeared in the Encounter in Brazil, we see the need to thoroughly evaluate its work and to strengthen it in the future. 
Economy

This theme always occupies much time in the Councils of March. It is the time to examine the balances and budgets of all the Provinces and Delegations and of the general administration. As usual, the previous work of the General Economic Council has proven very valuable. Its report has guided the deliberations of the General Government. The General Econome has sent to all the Provincial Governments more detailed information on the Congregation’s economy. I confine myself to underline some aspects.

Above all I want to thank the Organisms who, with their generous contributions, make possible the formative and apostolic programmes of others who cannot totally cover the expenses implied. It is a concrete and beautiful way of living the solidarity among all, at the service of the congregational mission. We are aware that there are Major Organisms that could contribute more. One has to weigh up the need and urgency of the constructions and investments that are carried out in one’s own Province or Delegation from the viewpoint of the life of the whole Congregation. On the other hand, I want to repeat once more to the developing Organisms the pressing need of gradually advancing in the construction of structures. It is not just a matter of an economic problem, but a question of basic missionary planning. The evangelizing projects need structures and means, but we should avoid offering the image of a powerful and rich church, because this will project a very negative shadow over the evangelizing capacity of those same projects. Review the history of the Congregation and you will realize why the poor and simple people felt our missionaries to be so approachable. Let us not create barriers ourselves.

We see the need to insist on the theme of transparency and subordination in the matter of economy. I know it is not the most important aspect of the vow of poverty, but I am also aware that, without it, we remain in a rather spiritualistic sphere from which we pretend, not a few times, to justify behaviours that are contrary to the commitments that we have acquired as religious. There must be an absolute transparency of the individual toward the community, of the community toward the Province, of the Province toward the General Government. Corresponding to this transparency there must be enough information that will make us all feel co-responsible of the goods of the Congregation and of their correct use at the service of the persons and of the formative and apostolic projects.

In the gathering of all the economes of the Congregation it was decided that all the Organisms that have not yet reached economic self-sufficiency would have to elaborate as soon as possible a plan to come closer to this goal. Very few have done it do far. The Provincial Governments must commit themselves to present it to the General Government this year. I understand that economic self-sufficiency is a goal that not all will be able to achieve. On the other hand, this should not be a reason to make us renounce to missionary projects in poorer zones, which should be financed from outside, either through social projects or from the administration of the Province or of the Congregation. Neither should it impel us to deny admission to young men that offer clear signs of vocation.  We must be able to manage our economy with healthy missionary criteria. The General Missions Procure and the Procures of the Provinces and Delegations constitute an important element in this field

Lastly we can look with a little more optimism at the realization of the works that should permit the relocation of the general communities of Rome. The City Council has already approved the new city urban plan, which allows us to finalize the project and present it for its approval. We wish we could already begin this project before the General Chapter.

I wish for all of you a joyous celebration of this Easter time. May we, like the Apostles gathered with Mary, know how to open ourselves to the gift of the Spirit. This is the fire that we need to maintain the missionary flame lighted in our hearts.

Rome, March 31, 2008

Josep M. Abella, cmf.

Superior General
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