Letter of Father General to the Assembly of Central America

Dear brothers who mission in the province of Central America,
I wish you the joy of this Easter season, a time we contemplate the victory of Love over violence and death. In this jubilee year of Mercy, we shall renew ourselves as missionaries to live by God’s mercy and radiate that merciful love in our life and mission. That is the way we can best be witnesses and messengers of the joy of the Gospel. 
I write this mail to express my communion and closeness with you as you are gathered in the provincial assembly to review, renew and recommence the missionary path indicated by the XXV General Chapter. 
The General Chapter highlighted the need to take care of the process of transformation at different dimensions of our life and mission because we want to turn our wonderful missionary aspirations into a reality and bear good fruits in the Church and the world.
Personal transformation. We can be authentic missionaries only if we are deeply connected to the Lord who has called us to share the Claretian charism. Without personal transformation through a profound spiritual life, we cannot be true to our mission. If we are not adorers of the living God, we will end up adoring various idols adorned in various ministerial costumes or personal agendas. Let us accompany each other in our personal transformative journey to encounter Christ and experience the joy of being missionaries.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Community transformation. Another transformation we need is in growing in communion among ourselves in the community and with others in shared mission. It is the virtue of communion among his disciples that Jesus deeply desired and prayed to the Father saying, “That all of them be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me” (Jn 17.21). When we do not enjoy the beauty community life and discover its witnessing power, we fall for apostolic individualism, indifference and apathy. We shall take care of our community as a holding space where we are nurtured through fraternal love and reach out to the missionary frontiers. I hope you will evaluate how communities in the province are life enhancing and missionary. 
Pastoral transformation. We are also invited to attend to move out of our settled comfort zones to be present to the zones of human suffering and see our brothers and sisters through the eyes of the Lord. It is this gaze that provokes missionary uneasiness and initiates creative missionary endeavours. The province of central America with our presence in several countries has a very challenging but promising mission in the “young vineyard” of America. Our missionary hearts are moved to attend to youth, families and indigenous people.  
Let this assembly be a moment of grace and growth for the province by engaging in honest and courageous dialogue in fraternal love. It will help you to diagnose the temptations and illnesses that afflict the missionary spirit and find ways to make a renewed commitment as Claretian missionaries. May our mother accompany you as you take each step forward in the direction indicated by the General Chapter. The spirit of our founder and the martyres keeps inspiring us as we move to the those peripheries to where the Lord sends us. 
Fraternally,
Mathew Vattamattam cmf 
Superior General
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